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Shamrock Specials Leaving Platform on Thursday

Downpatrick Railway Museum Kicks off this year’s train services with the St. Patrick’s Day ‘Shamrock Specials.’
Organised as part of the town’s festival celebrations, the steam train will be used for excursions to and from
the parade ground from noon till 5pm.

As a special treat this year, the railway will be giving passengers a sneak preview of the new Inch Abbey line
before its official opening in June.

Railway Chairman, Michael Collins, says that opening the line a St. Patrick’s Day has a number of benefits.
“First of all, it gives our passengers somewhere to go — why not visit a Christian heritage site while celebrating
Ireland’s Patron Saint?” he says.

He continues, “Also, the train now acts as a by-pass for the town. We know that many people end up parking
as far out as the Abbey Lodge Hotel and the Down Business Park on the Belfast Road and end up having to
walk a fair distance into the town centre. Well, if you find yourself having to park out on the Belfast Road -
you can save yourself a long walk and follow the brown signs for Inch Abbey and walk onto a steam train that
will take you into the heart of the carnival!”

Tickets will be available on board the train, and there is a very small number of car parking at the Abbey, but
railway officials stress that the best place to park, if you find yourself not able to get into the town, is the
Belfast Road and walk to the new Inch Abbey railway station.

There will also be commentary on-board, telling the story of the early Christian and pre-Christian sites along
the route, and refreshments will be served all day onboard a buffet carriage, parked at the town station, and is
open to everyone - including those watching the carnival but not wanting to travel by train.

Return tickets cost £4.50 adult, £3.50 children or senior citizens, while single tickets cost £3.50 adults and
£2.50 children and senior citizen, while children aged three years old or below go free. There's no need to
book and for further information go to the railway’s website at www.downrail.co.uk or phone 077 9080 2049.
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